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History 

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KU-Leuven) 
 

 
 
 
The KU-Leuven, our ‘Alma Mater’ was founded in 1425 by pope 
Martinus V and is the oldest university in the Benelux and the 
oldest still existing catholic university in the world. In the fifteenth 
century the university had following faculties: arts, ecclesiastical 
law, civil law, medicine and theology. The beginning of the 
sixteenth century marked a high point in the history. This was the 
era of the theologist Adriaan Van Utrecht, later to become pope 
Adrianus VI, and of Erasmus, who turned his Trilingual College 
into a famous intellectual centre. 
In the wake of the humanist 
movement, new research was 
conducted by scientists of world 

reputation: Mercator in the science of cartography, the botanist 
Doddens and Andreas Vesalius, father of modern anatomy 
who wrote his first article while he was a student in Leuven. In 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Leuven became the 
foremost educational centre for catholic intellectuals from 
protestant countries. In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
its catholic climate came to attract students from all over the 
world. The last thirty years witnessed the democratisation of 
the educational processes and the Dutch language was 
adopted. The Francophone sister university, the ‘Université 
Catholique de Louvain’, founded a new campus at the other 
side of the linguistic border. The now completely Dutch-spoken 
KU-Leuven remained in its trusted Leuven quarters and developed into an independent and 
international university of world renown.        
 

 
 

 
KATHOLIEKE UNIVERSITEIT LEUVEN 

(2006-2007) 

- 14 faculties 
- 32,534 students: of which 4,998 in medicine 
- 8,107 personnel: 2,278 academic staff 
- organizes  60 basic academic programs and 
                   160 advanced programs 
- total revenue: € 547 million  (2005) 
- active spin-offs: 60 
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Faculty of Medicine and University Hospitals Leuven 

 

In 1080 the Sint-Pietershospital is built in Leuven and since the foundation of the University 
in 1425 the practical medical teaching is organised in this hospital. The medical education 
consisted of six years: two ‘candidate’ years, and four ‘licenciate or doctorate’ years, which 
more recently were changed in three and four years. In 1928 the medical campus Sint 
Rafaël is built at the other side of the river the Dijle, and becomes the main working area 
for the Flemish Faculty of Medicine, while the Francophone Medical Faculty works in the 
Sint Pieters hospital till their move to the St.-Luc hospital in St. Lambrechts Woluwe at the 
splitting in 1968. 

 
In 1975 the first hospital wing of a new campus 
was built on the Gasthuisberg, which was followed 
by further enlargements (phase 2 in 1980; phase 3 
in 1989) and the progressive integration of the 
different medical departments from the other 
hospitals, and the research facilities. Today the 
fourth phase of the master plan is in preparation, it 
is an ambitious plan that is expected to be finished 
by 2015. 

 
 
 
 
The Faculty of Medicine has fourteen 
research and educational departments.  
The scientific output is first class and its 
citation index is ranked on the fifth place 
amongst the European Universities and is 
only preceded by Oxford, Cambridge, 
Geneva and Leiden. 

 

 

 

 

Key data Univ. Hospitals 2002 2004 2005 2006 

hospital days (N) 534,652 531,271 527,497 536,478 

hospital admissions (N) 62,626 63,836 64,516 63,791 

mean length of stay (days) 8.53 8.32 8.18 8.41 

day care visits(N) 93,116 103,231 106,599  

out patients visits (N) 541,307 568,254 589,805 557,818 

hospital beds (N) 1,897 1,895 1,894 1,912 

personnel (N) 7,823 8,172 8,482 8,704 

turnover (€) 514,755,173 588,180,465 587,011,777  
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 Department Pneumology 

In the last 50 years the Department of Pneumology encountered two very important 
opportunities. First, in 1958 the Sanatorium St. Barbara in Pellenberg was opened. 
Initially beds were largely occupied by patients with lung tuberculosis but soon also by 
patients with COPD, coal workers pneumoconiosis or lung tumours, etc.  
Secondly, in 1993 the department moved to the University Hospital Gasthuisberg which 
opened the possibilities for pulmonary urgencies, lung transplantation and other highly 
specialised programmes such as pulmonary vascular pathology. 
The department developed ten specialised patient care programmes with written 
diagnostic and therapeutic guidelines, and eight research units with long term as well as 
current programmes. 

Laboratory Pneumology 
“onderwijs en navorsing” 

Floor 7 

Medical Staff and Secretary 
blue zone, Floor 2 

Emergencies Pneumology 
E 595  orange zone, Floor 1 

Sleep Center,  
Polysomnography  Unit 

    E352 yellow zone, Floor 5 

            Outpatients Unit 
              Pneumology II, E409 
              Floor 0 and 1 

Endoscopy Unit Pneumology 
E 507   orange zone, Floor 0 

Outpatients Unit Pneumology I 
Lung Function Lab 

E502, orange zone, Floor 0 

Semi-intensive Unit Pneumology  
 E 511   orange zone, Floor 1 

Hospital Units Pneumology 
E650, E651, E652 

Day Care Unit Oncology 
and Transplantation 

blue/beige zone, Floor 5 
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  members: 57 

- Patients care programmes: 10 
- Research laboratory: research units: 8 

- Medical staff:  12 full time and 4 part time 
- Fellows in training: 12 

 
Key data Pulmonary Department 

- Beds: 84 hospitalisation, 5 medium care, ± 3 urgency, 6 polysomnography 
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Department of Pneumology 

 

 

Medical staff 

NAME FUNCTION FIELDS OF INTEREST 

M. Decramer Head of Dept. COPD, revalidation and functional evaluation 

G. Verleden Head of Clinic asthma, lung transplantation, lung vol. 
reduction 

J. Vansteenkiste Head of Clinic lung tumours, endoscopy 

B. Buyse Ass.. Head of Clinic polysomnography, home ventilation, 
emergencies 

M. Delcroix Head of Clinic pulmonary circulation, emergencies, lung 
transplantation 

K. Nackaerts Adj. Head of Clinic lung tumours, smoking cessation 

P.Van Bleyenbergh Adj. Head of Clinic respiratory infections, emergencies 

L. Dupont Adj. Head of Clinic asthma, cystic fibrosis, lung transplantation 

A. van den Eeckhout Adj. Head of Clinic general lung diseases, tuberculosis, 
endoscopy 

C. Dooms Ass. Head of Clinic endoscopy, lung tumours 

W. Wuys Supervisor Interstitial lung diseases 

W. Janssens Supervisor COPD,  revalidation and functional evaluation 

P. Van den Brande Part time collaborator Tuberculosis, oncology 

M. Thomeer Part time collaborator interstitial lung diseases 

L. Schrevens Part time collaborator lung tumours 

I. Wauters Part time collaborator lung tumours 

B. Nemery Special collaborator occupational and environmental diseases 

 
 
 
 
 
Secretariat 

M. Lefever, H. Santermans, A. Vandeborne, E. Lahousse, K. Herbiest, M. Vanstallen, 
E. Vleminck, S. Meers, A. De Bruyne 
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Paramedical staff 
 

 

TASK NAME 
psychology V. Lemaigre, L. Van Houdenhove, L. Stans 
social division D. Delva, S. Denis, J. Servaes, K. Mulders 

physiotherapy 
R. Gosselink, T. Troosters, A. Cattaert,  

I. Muylaert, V. Barbier,I. Coosemans, M. Jorissen, 
C. Burtin, D. Langer 

ergotherapy P. Baten 

diet division K. Timmermans, M. Droogmans, S. 
Vanhaesebrouck 

datanurse pulmonary circulation E. Smeyers, V. Debroyer, E. Vandevelde 
datanurses respiratory oncology B. Anrys, C. Oyen, M. Vanhoven 
specialist nurse pulmonary circulation E. Smeyers, E. Van de Velde, V. De Broyer 
specialist nurse transplantation C. Jans, C. Rosseel, N. Cuvillier 
specialist nurse COPD C. Lodewijckx 
Datanurse COPD G. Celis 
specialist nurse adult cyst. fib. K. Colpaert 
head nurse E650 (ILD, muco, infection, 
etc) A. Schoonis 

head nurse E651 (transpl., COPD, etc) P. Janssens 
head nurse E652 (resp. tumours, etc) M. Peys 
head nurse E511 (medium care) J. Bruggeman 
head nurse E352 (sleep center) G. Aerts 
head technician lung function lab F. Rochette 
head nurse endoscopy J. Foulon/W. Claes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clinical Output 

 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2005 

hospital admissions (N) 2,960 3,369 3,879 4,383 4,710 4,538 

length hospital stay (day) 10.4 8.4 6.8 6.0 5.4 6.0 

out patient visits (N) 7,810 8,477 9,067 10,240 11,323 11,856 

day care visits (N) 352 1,406 1,537 1,893 975 938 

emergency admissions (N) 1,209 1,488 1,479 1,343 1,302 1,467 

(heart) lung transplantation (N) 12 13 20 33 39 39 

Pulm. rehabilitation visits(N) 9,787 13,036 13,078 15,980 16,785 16,784 

polysomnographies (N) 540 751 1,181 1,420 1,487 1,159 

home ventilation convention (N) 142 318 531 688 1,014 1,275 

O2 convention (N) 149 157 168 145 141 159 
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0utput specialised care programmes pneumology (2006) 

Care programme Hospital admissions Complexity Level* 

 Number Nursing- 
days 

Out patients 
visits A B C 

 % % % % of care programme 

General pneumology 9.0 9.4 12.2 51.3 43.3 5.4 

Asthma 2.6 3.4 10 49.7 45.3 5 

COPD 11.4 18.8 13.3 38.6 54.9 6.5 

Infections (incl. tbc) 5.0 6.7 6.3 36 59.8 4.2 

ILD /toxicol 2.6 4.3 9.2 10.5 72.8 16.7 

Lung transplantation 10.0 15.8 0.9 0 3.4 96.6 

Pulm. circulation 3.7 5.2 7.7 3.7 18.1 78.2 

Respir. tumours 30.0 22.8 17.5 9.6 70.1 20.3 

Sleeping problems 22.5 10.7 20.3 0.2 93.2 6.6 

Cystic fibrosis 3.2 2.9 2.6 0 4.8 95.2 

* A: routine, regional care 
  B: supra regional care, patients referred by other specialists 
  C: highest level care, developmental medicine 
 

 

    Output endoscopy 

 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 

fibroscopy 1703 1924 1792 1898 1934 

fibro + biopsies 571 648 517 560 623 

brushing 209 207 175 191 207 

BAL 142 178 269 372 640 

transcarinal punction 9 9 8 12 35 

lasercoagulation 205 181 211 196 212 

stent insertion 26 19 33 12 14 

extraction foreign body 16 13 23 13 27 

brachytherapy 2 8 1 3 1 

thoracoscopy 80 109 102 95 108 

chest tube insertion 32 70 55 54 32 

general anesthesia 124 177 170 184 267 

total procedures 2847 3110 3078 3240 3583 
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Output lung function 

 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

spirometry 12,299 11,281 10,947 11,564 11,900 11,849 12,069 11,670 12,426

reversibility test 4,267 4,793 5,202 5,725 6,006 5,747 5,558 5,458 5,304 

static lung volumes (TLC, RV) 9,140 9,586 9,651 9,361 9,910 9,746 9,976 9,942 9,541 

diffusing capacity 6,259 6,440 6,454 6,668 7,132 7,349 7,792 7,845 7,548 

airway resistance 13,748 12,655 13,556 15,374 15,450 18,518 19,918 19,041 16,002

challenge test (hist., specific), 
compliance, breathing regulation 
test, hyperventilation synd. test 

1,473 1,451 1,304 1,289 1,127 1,477 1,451 2,665 5,910 

Ergospirometry 329 312 260 505 638 628 665 526 528 

Others: 
NOexh/sputuminduction, etc. 1,398 1,839 1,964 1,480 2,000 1,610 1,749 1,346 1,630 

total measurements (* without  
blood gas analysis) 48,913 48,357 *49,338 *52,466 *54,253 *56,924 *59,178 58,493 58,889 
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Research Laboratory Pneumology 

Members laboratory pneumology 

Academic: 
M. Decramer (head), B. Buyse, M. Delcroix, L. Dupont, G. Gayan-Ramirez, R. 
Gosselink, P. Hoet, K. Nackaerts, T. Troosters, B. Nemery, J. Vansteenkiste, G. 
Verleden, W. Wuyts, W. Janssens 

Clinical  (full time): 
C. Dooms, W. Wuyts, W. Janssens, P. Van Bleyenbergh, A. van den Eeckhout, V. 
Lemaigre  

Clinical (part time): 
L. Schrevens, M. Thomeer, P. Van den Brande, I. Wauters 

Technical and administrative: 
Y. Dewandeleer, E. Lahousse, A. Vandeborne, H. Van Hooren, F. Rochette, A. De 
Bruyne  

Temporary members (fellows): 
A. Breyssens, J. Vanoirbeek, B. Vanaudenaerde, T. Nawrot, C. Burtin, D. Langer, R. 
De Vos, J.Geys, E Alfaro Moreno, B. Legiest, A.Widvastuti, D. Testelmans, E. 
Smeyers, E. Vandevelde, V. De Broyer, B. Anrijs, M. Vanhoven, K. Maes, T. Crul, J. 
Geys, S. Keirsebilck, R. Quarck, , C. Oyen, D. Saey, V. De Vooght, L. Thomassen, 
A.I. Delattre 

 

Research units  

Interstitial lung diseases, tuberculosis and respiratory infections, and lung function 
aspects (W.Wuyts, M. Thomeer, P. Van Bleyenbergh, P. Van den Brande) 

Interstitial lung diseases (W. Wuyts, M. Thomeer) 
Epidemiologic survey on interstitial lung disease 
Role of pertechnegasscintigraphy in assessment of disease activity 
Comparison of HRCT and histologic diagnostic assessment 
Prognostic factors in interstitial lung disease 
Evaluation of new therapeutic regimens in idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis 

Lung Function ( F. Rochette)  
Lung function and blood gases at high altitude 
Reversibility testing during quiet and forced breathing manoeuvres 

Tuberculosis and respiratory infections (P. Van den Brande, P. Van Bleyenbergh, A. van den 
Eeckhout) 
Prevalence and incidence of tuberculosis in risk groups 
Clinical pattern of tuberculosis in elderly 
Role of invasive techniques in diagnosis of community acquired pneumonia 
Ventilator-associated pneumonia in surgical patients 
 

COPD, respiratory muscles and rehabilitation (M.Decramer, R.Gosselink, T. Troosters, G. 
Gayan-Ramirez, W. Janssens)  

Mechanism of airway obstruction in emphysema 
Expression of immunological markers of airway disease 
Effect of systemic inflammation on ventilatory and peripheral muscles in COPD 
Telemedicine and telematics in patients with COPD:  
Prevention of hospitalisation. Treatment of COPD exacerbation  
Effect of NAC on long-term outcome in COPD 
Diagnosis of COPD in general practitioner setting 
Effect of training on expression of transcription factors in respiratory muscles 
Effect of cytokines on effects of training in patients with COPD 
Effect of creatine on effects of training in patients with COPD 
Clinical results of rehabilitation in Belgium 
Effect of cardiac failure on respiratory muscles in animal models 
Effect of mechanical ventilation on respiratory muscles in animals 
Gene regulation and trophic status of the respiratory muscles 
LVRS model: Effect of LVRS in emphysematous hamsters 
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Lung toxicology (B. Nemery, P. Hoet)  

Mechanisms in pulmonary toxicology  
In vitro toxicology 
Immunotoxicology: low molecular weight agents (metals, chemicals) 
Cardio-vascular toxicology of particulates 

Clinical-epidemiological research 
Asbestos-induced disorders 
Asthma in children 
Occupational asthma 
Occasional surveys & investigations 
Multiple chemical sensitivity 

 
Asthma and airway inflammation (G.Verleden, L. Dupont)  

In vitro experiments 
In vitro experiments on neurotransmission and modulation of neurotransmission in guinea-

pig and human airways 
Effect of opioids, diuretics, 5-HT agonists/antagonists on airway smooth muscle 

contraction in human and animal airways 
Mechanisms of G-protein coupled receptor regulation and gene expression by means of 

biochemical (Ca2+-release and IPx formation) and molecular biology techniques 
Regulation of histamine H1 receptor coupling and gene transcription in bovine airway 

smooth muscle by phorbol esters and histamine 
Studies on the receptor cross-talk between ß2 and histamine H1 receptors on bovine and 

human airways 
The effects of pro-inflammatory cytokines on neurotransmission, contractility and receptor 

gene expression in human and animal airways 
C-C chemokine gene and protein expression in cultured bronchial epithelial cells, isolated 

tracheal smooth muscle cells and mechanisms of modulation 
In-vivo experiments  

Bronchodilator-induced changes in inspiratory and expiratory lung densitometry by high 
resolution computed tomography in patients with COPD and asthma (in collaboration 
with M. Demedts and J. Verschakelen) 

Measurement of Nitric Oxide (NO) in exhaled air in asthma: correlation with airway 
hyperreactivity & atopy and value in diagnosis of asthma 

Assessment of asthma by means of non-invasive markers of airway inflammation: sputum 
eosinophils, exhaled nitric oxide, 8-isoprostane in breath condensate 

Symptom perception in asthma: identification of factors underlying over- and 
underperception 

Outcome evaluation of an individualized program for asthma self-management 
Non-adherence in asthma 

 
Lung transplantation (G. Verleden, L. Dupont)  

Pathophysiology of obliterative bronchiolitis 
Assessment of chronic rejection in lung transplant recipients: role of noninvasive markers 

 
Respiratory oncology (J.Vansteenkiste, K.Nackaerts, C. Dooms, L. Schrevens, I. Wauters)  

Role of PET-scan in staging and assessment of therapy in lung cancer. 
Correlative studies of PET-scan and molecular biology of lung cancer. 
Clinical Research and combined modality treatment of NSCLC and SCLC. 
Phase I/II, II and III clinical research on chemotherapy in NSCLC and SCLC. 
Phase II and III clinical research on supportive care in cancer. 
Lung cancer screening with lower dose spiral CT. 
Clinical research on mesothelioma. 
 

Polysomnography (B.Buyse) 
Studies on lung function regulation of breathing and sleep related disorders in MS and in 

obesity 
Correlation between lung function and polysomnography in pulmonary and neuromuscular 

pathology: influence of oxygen, cPAP, and noninvasive ventilation 
Sleep disturbances in pulmonary hypertension 
 

Pulmonary circulation (M.Delcroix)  
Study on epidemiology and mechanisms of pulmonary hypertension 
Effect of NO-synthase gen transfer on hypoxic pulmonary vasoconstriction 
Experimental research on mechanical changes after induced pulmonary emboli 
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Scientific chairs 

M.Decramer: AstraZenica Leerstoel in Respiratoire Pathofysiologie 

J. Vansteenkiste: Eli Lilly L. Hertel chair in Respiratory Oncology  
J. Vansteenkiste: Amgen Fund in supportive care of cancer. 

G.Verleden: GlaxoSmithKline Leerstoel in de Pulmonale Farmacologie  
M. Delcroix: Actelion Leerstoel voor Pulmonale Hypertensie 

B. Nemery: Paul Tuytens Leerstoel voor Toxicologie 

 

Yearly international symposium pneumology on: “a clinical update”  

23/ 25-3-2000:   Interstitial Lung Disease 

29/ 31-3-2001:   Respiratory Oncology 

07/ 09-3-2002:   Pulmonary Vascular Pathology 
20/ 22-3-2003:   Surgery for Non-neoplastic Disorders of the Chest 
11/ 13-3-2004:   COPD 
17/ 19-3-2005:   Pulmonary Manifestations of Systemic Diseases: a Clinical Update 
16/ 18-3-2006:   Respiratory Somnology: a Clinical Update 
08/ 10-3-2007:   Asthma: a clinical update 
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Relevant Publications of Recent Years 

1996-1997 

Books  
Demedts M, Yernault J-Cl (eds.). Respiratoire infecties voor de specialist. 
Yernault J-Cl, Demedts M (eds.). Infections respiratoires pour le specialist. Garant, Leuven, 450 pag. 

 
Ph.D.-Theses 

Vansteenkiste J.: Staging and treatment of non-small cell lung cancer with ipsilateral mediastinal lymph 
node metastases: a clinical and literature study. 1996 
Rollier H.: Effects of training and anabolic agents on inspiratory muscles in the rat. Leuven University 
Press 1996 

 
Articles 
1. Abenheim L, Moride Y, Brenot F et al. for the international primary pulmonary hypertension study group. 

Appetite-suppressant drugs and the risk of primary pulmonary hypertension. N Engl J Med 1996; 335: 
609-616. 

2. Buyse B, Demedts M, Meekers J, et al. Respiratory dysfunction in multiple sclerosis: a prospective 
analysis of 60 patients. Eur Respir J 1997; 10:139-145. 

3. Decramer M. Hyperinflation and respiratory muscle interaction. Eur Respir J 1997; 10: 934-941. 
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18. Koek GH, Verleden GM, Evenepoel P, Rutgeerts P. Activity-related increase of exhaled nitric oxide in 
Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis: a manifestation of systemic involvement? Respir Med 2002; 96: 
530-535. 

19. Verleden GM, Besse T, Maes B. Successfull conversion from cyclosporine to tacrolimus for gastric 
motor dysfunction in a lung transplant recipient. Transplantation 2002; 73: 1974-1976. 

 
2002-2003 

Books 
Demedts M, Nackaerts K, Vansteenkiste J, Verleden G (eds.). Respiratory oncology: a clinical update. 
Eur Respir J, 2002, 12, 112-220. 
Decramer M, Roussos C (eds.). Imaging in lung disease. Eur Respir J, 2002, 19, 1s-83s. 
Decramer M, Roussos C, Loddenkemper R (eds.). Respiratory infections and tuberculosis. Eur Respir J, 
20, 2002, 1s-94s. 
Decramer M, Roussos C (eds.). Early detection. Eur Respir J, 2003, 21, 39, 1s-66s. 
 

Ph.D.-Theses 
El Sharif N. Domestic environment and lifestyle determinants of asthma in Palestinian children. A 
contribution for asthma epidemiology in children. 2003 
Xu H. Experimental investigation of the pulmonary toxicity of polyvinyl chloride particles. 2003 

 
Articles 

1. Demedts M, Costabel U.ATS/ERS international multidisciplinary consensus classification of the 
idiopathic interstitial pneumonias (editorial). Eur Respir J 2002;19: 794-796. 

2. Van den Brande P, Verniest T, Verwerft J, Van Bleyenbergh P, Vanhoenacker D, Demedts M. Impact 
of age and radiographic presentation on the presumptive diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis. Resp 
Medicine 2002; 96: 979-983. 

3. Demedts M, Nemery B, Elmes P. Pneumoconioses. In “Respiratory Medicine (3rd ed.)” (ed. Gibson J, 
Geddes D, Costabel U, Sterk PJ, Corrin B) Saunders, 2003: 675-692. 

4. Willaert W, Daenen M, Bomans P, Verleden G, Decramer M. What is the optimal treatement strategy 
for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease exacerbations. Eur Respir J 2002; 19: 928-935. 

5. Decramer M. Who responds to exercise training? Are we asking the proper questions? In: advancing 
the frontiers of cardiopulmonary rehabilitation. Jobin J, Maltais F, Poirier P, Leblanc P, Simard C 
(eds.). Human Kinetics 2002: 174-179. 

6. Gayan-Ramirez G, De Paepe K, Cadot P, Decramer M. Detrimental effects of short-term mechanical 
ventilation on diaphragm function and IGF-I Mrna. Intensive Care Med 2003; 29: 825-833. 

7. Spruit MA, Gosselink R, Troosters T, Kasran A, Gayan-Ramirez G, Bogaerts P, Bouillon R, Decramer 
M. Muscle force during an acute exacerbation in hospitalized COPD patients and its relationship with 
CXCL8 and IGF-I. Thorax 2003; 58: 752-756. 

8. Dupont LJ, Demedts MG, Verleden GM. prospective evaluation of the validity of exhaled nitric oxide 
for the diagnosis of asthma. Chest 2003; 123: 751-756. 

9. Verleden GM, Dupont LJ, Van Raemdonck D, Vanhaecke J. The effect of switching cyclosporin A to 
tacrolimus on exhaled nitric oxide and pulmonary function in patients with chronic rejection after lung 
transplantation. J Heart Lung Transplant 2003; 22: 43-49. 

10. Wuyts WA, Vanaudenaerde BM, Dupont LJ, Demedts MG, Verleden GM. N-acetylcysteine reduces 
chemokine release via inhibition of p38 MAPK activation in human airway smooth muscle cells. Eur 
Respir J 2003; 22: 908-913. 

11. Vansteenkiste JF. Imaging in lung cancer: positron emission tomography scan. Eur Respir J 2002; 19: 
49s-60s. 

12. Fukuoka M, Yano S, Giaccone G, Tamura T, Douillard JY, Nishiwaki Y, Vansteenkiste J et al. A multi-
institutional randomised phase II trial of ZD1839 (‘Iressa’) for previously treated patients with 
advanced non-small cell lung cancer (the IDEAL 1 trial). J Clin Oncol 2003; 21: 2237-2246. 

13. Vansteenkiste J, Rossi G, Foote M. Darbepoetin alfa: a new approach to the treatment of 
chemotherapy-induced anemia. Expert Opin Biol Ther 2003; 3: 501-508. 

14. Nackaerts K, Axelson O, Brambilla E, Bromen K, Hirsch FR, Nemery B et al and co-workers of 
Working Group 1. Epidemiology of lung cancer: Eur Resp Rev 2002;12: 112-121. 

15. Baas B, Ardizzoni A, Grossi F, Nackaerts et al of behalf of the EORTC Lung Cancer Group. The 
activity of Tomudex® in Malignant pleural mesothelioma. An EORTC phase II study (08992). Eur J 
Cancer 2003; 39: 3353-3357. 

16. Buyse B, Markous N, Cauberghs M, van Klaveren R, Muls E, Demedts M. Effect of obesity and/or 
sleep apnea on chemosensitivity: differences between men and women. Respir Physiol Neurobiol 
2003; 134: 13-22. 

17. Buyse B, Meersseman W, Demedts M. Treatment of chronic respiratory failure in kyphoscoliosis: 
oxygen or ventilation? Eur Respir J 2003; 22: 525-528. 

18. Galie N, Humbert M, Vachiéry JL, Vizza CD, Kneussl M, Manes A, Sitbon O, Torbicki A, Delcroix M et 
al for the ALPHABET Study Group. Effects of beraprost sodium, an oral prostacyclin analogue, in 
patients with pulmonary arterial hypertension: a randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial. J 
Am Coll Cardiol 2002; 39: 1496-1502. 

19. Abramoxicz MJ, Van Haecke P, Demedts M, Delcroix M. Primary pulmonary hypertension after 
amfepramone (diethylpropion) with BMPR2 mutation. Eur Respir J 2003; 22: 560-562. 

20. Rennard S, Decramer M, Calverley PMA et al. Impact of COPD in North America and Europe in 2000: 
subjects’ perspective of confronting COPD international survey. 2002; 20: 799-805. 

21. Racz GZ, Gayan-Ramirez G, Testelmans D, Cadot P, De Paepe K, Zador E, Wuytack F, Decramer M. 
Early changes in rat diaphragm biology with mechanical ventilation. Am J Respir Crit Care Med 2003; 
168: 297-304. 
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22. Decramer M, Bartsch P, Pauwels R, Yernault JC and the COPD advisory board. Management of 
COPD according to guidelines. A national survey among Belgian physicians. Monaldi Arch Chest Dis 
2003; 59: 1, 62-80. 

23. Wuyts WA, Vanaudenaerde BM, Dupont LJ, Demedts MG, Verleden GM. Modulation by cAMP of IL-
1β-induced eaotaxin and MCP-1 expression and release in human airway smooth muscle cells. Eur 
Respir J 2003; 22: 220-226. 

24. Verleden GM, Dupont LJ, Delcroix M, Van Raemdonck D, Vanhaecke J, Lerut T, Demedts M. Exhaled 
nitric oxide after lung tranplantation: impact of the native lung. Eur Respir J 2003; 21: 429-432. 

25. Nackaerts K, Brambilla E, van Zandwijk N et al. Early detection and prevention of lung cancer. Eur 
Respir Rev 2002; 84: 122-130. 

26. Vansteenkiste J, Pirker R, Massuti B et al. Double-blind, placebo-controlled, randomized phase III trial 
of darbepoetin alfa in lung cancer patients receiving chemotherapy. J Natl Cancer Inst 2002; 94: 
1211-1120. 

27. Vansteenkiste J, Vandebroek J, Nackaerts K, Dooms C et al, The Leuven Lung Cancer Group. 
Influence of cisplatin-use, age, performance status and duration of chemotherapy on symptom control 
in advanced non-small cell lung cancer: detailed symptom analysis of a randomised study comparing 
cisplatin-vindesine to gemcitabine. Lung Cancer 2003; 40: 191-199. 

28. Olschewski H, Simonneau G, Galie N et al. Inhaled iloprost is an effective treatment for severe 
pulmonary hypertension. A double-blind, placebo-controlled, multicenter study. N Engl J Med 2002; 
347: 322-329. 

 
2003-2004 

Books 
M. Demedts, M. Delcroix, R. Verhaeghe, G.M. Verleden (eds.). Pulmonary vascular pathology: a clinical 
update. Eur Resp Monograph 2004; 27: p. 252. 
 

Ph.D.-Theses 
W. Wuyts. Human airway smooth muscle cells: Role in chronic inflammatory disorders of the lung. 2003. 
J. Vanoirbeek. A mouse model for chemical-induced asthma. 2004. 
 
 
 

Articles 
1. Decramer M..Treatment of chronic respiratory failure: lung volume reduction surgery versus 

rehabilitation. Eur Respir J 2003, 47s-56s. 
2. Spruit M.A., Thomeer M.J., Gosselink R., Troosters T., Kasran A., Debrock A.J.T., Demedts M.G., 

Decramer M. Skeletal muscle weakness in patients with sarcoidosis and its relationship with exercise 
intolerance and reduced health status. Thorax 2005; 60: 32-38. 

3. Janssen S., Gayan-Ramirez G., Van den Berh A., Herijgers P., Maes K., Verbeken E., Decramer M.. 
IL-6 causes myocardial failure and skeletal muscle atrophy in rats. Circulation 2004 (accepted). 

4. Verleden G.M., Egan J., Israel-Biet D., Lerut T. et al. Chronic lung allograft rejection: prevalence, 
pathology, risk factors and pathophysiology. Eur. Respir. Monograph 2004; 29: 1-18. 

5. Bronchiolitis obliterans syndrome after lung transplantation: diagnosis and treatment. Verleden G.M., 
Bankier A., Boehler A., et al. Eur. Respir. Monograph 2004; 29: 19-43. 

6. Lorent N, De Leyn P, Lievens Y, Verbeken E, Nackaerts K, Dooms C, Van Raemdonck D, Anrys B, 
Vansteenkiste J, Leuven Lung Cancer Group. Long-term survival of surgically staged IIIA-N2 non-
small cell lung cancer treated with surgical combined modality approach: analysis of a 7-year 
experience. Ann. Oncol. 2004; 15: 1645-1653. 

7. Vansteenkiste J.F. Nodules, CT-scans and PET-scans: a good partnership [editorial]. Lung Cancer 
2004; 45: 29-30. 

8. Schulman S, Wåhlander K, Lundström T, Clason SB, Eriksson H, for the THRIVE III Investigators 
(including Delcroix M). Secondary prevention of venous thromboembolism with the oral direct 
thrombin inhibitor ximelagatran. N Engl J Med 2003; 349: 1713-1721. 

9. The Matisse Investigators (including Delcroix M). Subcutaneous fondaparinux versus intravenous 
unfractionated heparin in the initial treatment of pulmonary embolism. N Engl J Med 2003; 349: 1695-
1702. 

10. Nemmar A., Hoet P.H.M., Dinsdale D., Vermylen J., Hoylaerts M.F., Nemery B. Diesel exhaust 
particles in lung acutely enhance experimental peripheral thrombosis. Circulation 2003; 107: 
1202-1208 

11. Nemmar A., Nemery B., Hoet P.H.M., Vermylen J. Hoylaerts M.F. Pulmonary inflammation and 
thrombogenicity caused by diesel articles in hamsters. Role of histamine. Am J Respir Crit Care Med 
2003; 168: 1366-1372 [Erratum: 2004, 169, 885] 

12. Nemery B. Reactive fall-out of World Trade Center dust (Editorial). Am J Respir Crit Care Med 2003; 
168: 2-3. 

13. Badesch D. B., McLaughlin V. V., Delcroix M., Vizza C. D., Olschewski H., Sitbon O., and Barst R. J. 
Prostanoid therapy for pulmonary arterial hypertension. J Am Coll Cardiol. 2004, 43:56S-61S. 

14. Abramowicz M. J., Van Haecke P., Demedts M., and Delcroix M. Primary pulmonary hypertension 
after amfepramone (diethylpropion) with BMPR2 mutation. Eur Respir J 2003, 22:560-562. 

15. Vansteenkiste J., Fischer B.M., Dooms C., and Mortensen J. Positron-emission tomography in 
prognostic and therapeutic assessment of lung cancer: systematic review. Lancet Oncol. 2004, 5: 
531-540. 

16. Arriagada R., Bergman B., Dunant A., Le Chevalier T., Pignon J.P., Vansteenkiste J.; International 
Adjuvant Lung Cancer Trial Collaborative Group. Cisplatin-based adjuvant chemotherapy in patients 
with completely resected non-small-cell lung cancer. N Engl J Med 2004, 350: 351-360. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22Arriagada+R%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22Bergman+B%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22Dunant+A%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22Le+Chevalier+T%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22Pignon+JP%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22Vansteenkiste+J%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22International+Adjuvant+Lung+Cancer+Trial+Collaborative+Group%22%5BCorporate+Author%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22International+Adjuvant+Lung+Cancer+Trial+Collaborative+Group%22%5BCorporate+Author%5D
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17. Verleden G.M., Dupont L.J., Van Raemdonck D., Vanhaecke J., and the Leuven Lung Transplant 
Group. Accuracy of exhaled nitric oxide measurements for the diagnosis of bronchiolitis obliterans 
syndrome after lung transplantation. Transplantation 2004, 78: 730-733. 

18. Buffels J., Degryse J., Heyrman J., and Decramer M. Office spirometry significantly improves early 
detection of COPD in general practice. The DIDASCO study. Chest 2004, 125: 1394-1399. 

19. Decramer M., Celli B., Tashkin D.P., Pauwels R.A., Burkhart D., Cassino C., and Kesten S. Clinical 
trial design considerations in assessing long-term functional impacts of tiotropium in COPD: the uplift 
trial. COPD: J of Chronic Obstr. Pulm. Dis. 2004, 1(2): 303-312. 

20. Nemmar A., Hoet P.H.M., Vermylen J., Nemery B., and Hoylaerts M.F. Pharmacological stabilization 
of mast cells abrogates late thrombotic evens induced by diesel exhaust particles in hamsters. 
Circulation 2004, 110: 1670-1677. 

21. Verleden G.M., Dupont L.J. Azithromycin therapy for patients with bronchiolitis obliterans syndrome 
after lung transplantation. Transplantation 2004, 77(9): 1465-1467. 

 
2004-2005 

Books 
- G.M. Verleden, D. Van Raemdonck, T. Lerut, M. Demedts (eds.).Surgery for Non-Neoplastic Disorders of 
the Chest: a Clinical Update. Eur. Resp. Monograph 2004, 29: p. 245. 
- G.M. Verleden, M. Decramer, R. Gosselink, M. Demedts (eds.). COPD: a Clinical Update. Eur. Resp. 
Review 2005, 94: p. 42. 

 
Ph.D.-Theses 

M. A. Spruit. The effects of exercise training and acute exacerbations on muscle function in patients with 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 2004 
 

Articles 
1. Decramer M., Gosselink R., Bartsch P. et al. Effect of treatments on the progression of COPD: report 

of a workshop held in Leuven, 11-12 March 2004. Thorax 2005, 60: 343-349. 
2. Decramer M., Gosselink R., Rutten-Van Molken M., et al. Assessment of progression of COPD: 

report of a workshop held in Leuven, 11-12 March 2004. Thorax 2005, 60: 335-342. 
3. Janssens S.P., Gayan-Ramirez G., Van den Bergh A., Herijgers P., Maes K., Verbeken E., Decramer 

M. Interleukin-6 causes myocardial failure and skeletal muscle atrophy in rats. Circulation 2005, 111: 
996-1005. 

4. Pitta F., Troosters T., Spruit M.A., Probst V.S., Decramer M., and Gosselink R. Characteristics of 
physical activities in daily life in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Am. J. Respir. Crit. Care 
Med. 2005, 171: 972-977. 

5. Dambrauskaite V., Delcroix M., Claus P., Herbots L., Palecek T., D’Hooge J., Bijnens B., 
Rademakers F., and Sutherland G.R. The evaluation of pulmonary hypertension using right 
ventricular myocardial isovolumic relaxation time. J. Am. Soc. Echocardiogr. 2005, 18: 1113-1120. 

6. Wuyts W.A., Vanaudenaerde B.M., Dupont L.J. et al. LIL-17-induced IL-8 release in human 
airwaysmooth muscle cells: role for mitgen-activated kinases and nuclear factor-kB. J. of Heart and 
Lung Transpl. 2005, 24: 875-881. 

7. Williams T.J., Verleden G.M. Azithromycin: a plea for multicenter randomized studies in lung 
transplantation. Am. J. Respir. Crit. Care Med. 2005, 172: 657-659. 

8. Vansteenkiste J., Dooms C., Becker H., et al. Multimodality treatment of stage III non-small cell lung 
cancer: staging procedures. Eur. J. Cancer 2005, 3 (3): 7-19. 

9. Pijls-Johannesma M., De Ruysscher D., Lambin P., Rutten I., and Vansteenkiste J. Early versus late 
chest radiotherapy for limited stage small cell lung cancer. Cochrane Database Syst. Rev. 2005, 
CD004700. 

10. Manegold C., Symanowski J. Gatzemeier U., Reck M., von Pawel J., Kortsik C., Nackaerts K., Lianes 
P., and Vogelzang N.J. Second-line (post-study) chemotherapy received by patients treated in the 
phase III trial of Pemetrexed plus Cisplatin alone in malignant pleural mesothelioma. Annals of 
Oncology 2005, 16: 923-927. 

11. Van den Brande P. Revised guidelines for the diagnosis and control of tuberculosis. Impact on 
management in the elderly. Drugs Aging 2005, 22: 663-668. 

12. Dimova S., Hoet P.H.M., Dinsdale D., and B. Nemery. Acetaminophen decreases intracellular 
glutathione levels and modulates cytokine production in human alveolar macrophages and type II 
pneuocytes in vitro. Internat. J. of Bioch. and Cell Biology 2005, 37: 1727-1737. 

13. Vermylen J., Nemmar A., Nemery B., and Hoylaerts M.F. Ambient air pollution and acure myocardial 
infaction (review). J. of Thrombosis and Haemostasis 2005, 3: 1955-1961. 

14. Demedts M., Behr J., Buhl R. et al. High Dose Acetylcysteine in idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. N. 
Engl. J. Med. 2005, 353: 2229-2242. 

15. Decramer M., Rutten-Van Molken M., Dekhuijzen P.N., Troosters T., Van Herwaarden C., Pellegrino 
R., et al. Effects of N-acetylcysteine on outcomes in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(bronchitis randomized on NAC cost-utility study, BRONCUS): a randomized placebo-controlled trial. 
Lancet 2005, 365 (9470): 1552-1560. 

16. Troosters T., Casaburi R., Gosselink R., and Decramer M. Pulmonary rehabilitation in chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease. Am. J. Respir. Crit. Care Med. 2005, 172 (1): 19-38. 

17. Hedenus M., Vansteenkiste J., Kotasek D., Austin M., and Amado R.G. Darbepoetin alfa for the 
treatment of chemotherapy-induced anemia: disease progression and survival analysis from 4 
randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled trials. J. Clin. Oncol. 2005, 23: 6941-6948. 

18. Sifrim D., Dupont L., Blondeau K., Zhang X., Tack J., and Janssens J. Weakly acidic reflux in 
patients with chronic unexplained cough during 24-hour ambulatory manometric-impedance 
pHmetry. Gut 2005, 54: 449-454. 

19. Verleden G.M., Dupont L.J., and Van Raemdonck D. Is it bronchiolitis obliterans syndrome or is it 
chronic rejection: a reappraisal? Eur. Resp. J. 2005, 25: 221-224. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&term=%22Verleden+GM%22%5BAuthor%5D
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20. Nemmar A., Nemery B., Hoet P.H.M., Van Rooijen N., and Hoylaerts M.F. Silica particles enhance 
peripheral thrombosis: key role of lung macrophage-neutrophil cross-talk. Am. J. Resp. Crit. Care 
Med. 2005, 171: 872-889. 

21.  C.J.Hoekstra, S.G.Stroobants, E.F.Smit, J.Vansteenkiste, H.Van Tinteren, P.E.Postmus, 
R.P.Golding, B.Biesma, F.J.Schramel, N.Van Zandwijk, A.A.Lammertsma, O.S.Hoekstra. Prognostic 
relevance of response evaluation using [18F]-2-fluoro-2-deoxy-D-glucose positron emission 
tomography in patients with locally advanced non-small cell lung cancer. J Clin Oncol 2005; 23: 
8362-8370. 

22. T.Le Chevalier, G.Scagliotti, A.Brown, S.Danson, P.FitzGerald, M.Aristides, R.Natale, A.Rosell, 
R.Stahel, P.Thomas, R.M.Rudd, J.Vansteenkiste, N.Thatcher, C.Manegold, J.L.Pujol, N.Van 
Zandwijk, C.Gridelli, J.Van Meerbeeck, L.Crino, J.Schiller. Efficacy of gemcitabine plus platinum 
chemotherapy compared with other platinum containing regimens in advanced non-small cell lung 
cancer: A meta-analysis of survival outcomes. Lung Cancer 2005; 47: 69-80. 

 
 

2005-2006 
Books 
 

 
Ph.D.-Theses 

V. S. Probst. Rehabilitation in COPD patients with acute exacerbations. 2005. 
F. Pitta. Physical activities in daily life in patients with COPD: characterization, impact of acute 
exacerbations and pulmonary rehabilitation. 2005. 
 

Articles 
1.  C.Libeer, E.Verbeken, W.De Wever, J.Vansteenkiste, K.Nackaerts. Mediastinal emphysema and     

small cell lung cancer (SCLC): a case-report. Lung Cancer 2005; 47: 139-142. 
 2. J.Vansteenkiste, I.Wauters. The use of darbepoetin alfa for the treatment of chemotherapy-induced 

anaemia. Expert Opin Pharmaco 2005; 6: 429-440. 
 3. J.Vansteenkiste, J.L.Canon, H.Riska, R.Pirker, P.Peterson, W.John, P.Mali, M.Lahn. Randomized 

phase II evaluation of aprinocarsen in combination with gemcitabine and cisplatin for patients with 
advanced/metastatic non-small cell lung cancer. Invest New Drug 2005; 23: 263-269. 

 4. J.F.Vansteenkiste, R.H.Schildermans. The future of adjuvant chemotherapy for resected non-small 
cell lung cancer. Exp Rev Anticancer Therap 2005; 5:165-175. 

 5. J.F.Vansteenkiste. FDG-PET for lymph node staging in NSCLC: a major step forward, but beware of 
the pitfalls [editorial]. Lung Cancer 2005;  47: 151-153. 

 6. D.De Ruysscher, M.Pijls-Johannesma, J.Vansteenkiste, A.Kester, I.Rutten, P.Lambin. Systematic 
review and meta-analysis of randomised, controlled trials of the timing of chest radiotherapy in 
patients with limited-stage, small cell lung cancer. Ann Oncol 2005; 17: 543-552. 

 7. F.R.Rega, B.M.Vanaudenaerde, W.A.Wuyts, N.C.Jannis, G.M.Verleden, T.E.Lerut, D.E.Van 
Raemdonck. IL-1beta in bronchial lavage fluid is a non-invasive marker that predicts the viability of 
the pulmonary graft from the non-heart beating donor. J Heart Lung Trransplant 2005; 24: 20-28. 

 8. F.R.Rega, W.A.Wuyts, B.M.Vanaudenaerde, N.C.Jannis, A.P.Neyrinck, G.M.Verleden, T.E.Lerut, 
D.E.Van Raemdonck. Nebulized N-acetylcysteine protects the mulmonary graft inside the non-heart-
beating donor. J Heart Lung Transplant 2005; 24(9): 1369-77. 

 9. D.R.J.Kuypers, G.M.Verleden, M.Naesens, Y.Van Renterghem. Drug interaction between 
mycophenolate mofetil and rifampin: possible induction of uridine disphosphate-
glucurosyltransferase. Clin pharmacol Ther 2005; 78: 81-88. 

10. G.M.Verleden, L.J.Dupont, J.Vanhaecke, W.Daenen, D.E.Van Raemdonck. Effect of azithromycin on 
bronchiectasis and pulmonary function in a heart-lung transplant patient with severe chronic allograft 
dysfunction: a case report. J Heart Lung Transplant 2005; 24: 1155-1158. 

11. M.Perrot, R.S.Bonser, J.Dark, R.F.Kelly, D.McGrifin, R.Menza, O.Pajaro, S.Schueler, G.M.Verleden. 
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